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Joshua 23|24, Isaiah 29, Hebrews 12

The Witness  for  the Consuming Fire

Joshua teaches the nation about the consuming fire, “Be ye therefore 
very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the 
law of Moses, that ye turn not aside there from to the right hand or to 
the left” (23:6). He says “choose you this day whom ye will serve.. 
but as for me and my house, we will serve Yahweh” (24:15). He 
points out the responsibility of the choice, “Ye cannot serve Yahweh: 
for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins. If ye forsake Yahweh, and serve strange 
gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that 
he hath done you good” (24:19-20). At the tabernacle before Yahweh 
the Israelites would remember that the sacrifices were burnt in a 
consuming fire. Israel then knew that departing from the way would 
result  in being “consumed”, but they knew also the benefits  of 
walking in the way and said “but we will serve Yahweh” (24:21). 
Joshua stood up a great uncut stone as a witness that Israel had 
“chosen..Yahweh, to serve him” (24:22) and he said “this stone..it 
hath heard all the words of Yahweh which he spake unto us: it shall 
be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God” (24:27). A 
witness to the choice to serve the Consuming Fire.

Isaiah says to Israel “Thou shalt be visited by Yahweh of hosts 
with..the flame of devouring fire” (29:6). They were consumed for 
they did not keep to do that which was written, the learned said “I 
cannot (read); for it is sealed” “and their fear toward me (Yahweh) is 
taught by the precept of men” (29:11-13). So a witness, a stone was 
raised, and Israel will one day “see his (Abraham's) children, the 
work of mine hands”, in the midst of them, and then “they shall 
sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob (Yeshua), and 
shall  fear  the  God  of  Israel”  (29:23).  The  scorner  will  be 
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“consumed”(29:20) and then “the meek also shall increase their joy 
in Yahweh, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel” (29:19).

It is pointed out to us that “we also are compassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses”, not just one stone of witness, but every work 
of Yahweh's including the faithful of old, therefore, “let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us” (12:1), that is, to be 
courageous. For consider Yeshua “that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds” 
(12:3). We are reminded “And ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth” (12:5-6). Israel being also a son. Now it is not 
“joyous, but grievous”, but “afterward  it yields the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness unto them which are exercised”. Wherefore.. make 
straight paths for your feet” and “let it rather be healed” (12:11-13). 
“For ye are not come unto the mount.. that burned with fire.. but to 
Zion” (12:18-22). However, Yahweh “hath promised, saying, Yet 
once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven”. We now look 
to “a kingdom which cannot be moved”, and seek “grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our 
God is a consuming fire” (12:26-29). And Israel are  witness of this, 
the Consuming Fire.
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