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Joshua 22, Isaiah 28, Hebrews 11

Strength   of  the city  whose Builder  & Maker  is  God

Joshua tells those tribes crossing the Jordan to “take diligent heed to 
do the  commandment  and the  law,”  which  emphasises  actions, 
“which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the 
LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his 
commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all 
your heart and with all your soul” (22:5). On the strength of this they 
built a large stone pile in the shape of an altar they called “as witness 
which is between them as Yahweh is the Mighty Ones”.

Isaiah speaks of a day of strength. “In that day shall Yahweh of hosts 
be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue 
of his people, And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in 
judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate” 
(28:5-6).  And in  that  day Yahweh says,  “I  lay  in  Zion for  a 
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure 
foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste”(28:16). Another 
stone of witness. But this is the beginning of a building of stones, by 
Yahweh who puts out “lays” a straight string line of Judgment and 
“righteousness to the plummet” the true verticals. And God will 
“sweep away the refuge” or human buildings “of lies” (28:17). 
Yahweh says look at crops as evidence of the rightness of His 
building as “This also cometh forth from Yahweh of hosts, who is 
wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working” (28:29).  

And faith is based on evidence, as the word of Yahweh goes forth 
and makes the things we see. Abraham heard and believed the word 
of Yahweh, making his “dwelling in tabernacles”, “For he looked 
for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” 
(11:9-10). This faith in the word was the source of Sarah's strength 
(11:11) and the strength of many others, “Who through faith subdued 
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kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 
mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens” (11:33-34). They were given 
strength by placing faith in Yahweh, and because of this, “God is not 
ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city” 
(11:16). It is to be noted they had to act on their faith first and then 
they were given strength. Their strength, then, is based on Yahweh's 
promise to them of a city that he has built and  made.
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