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Joshua 20|21, Isaiah 26|27, Hebrews 10

The city  of  Refuge,  for  a l i tt le  moment

Caleb's inheritance near the city of Hebron was both appointed by 
Yahweh as a city of refuge and a priestly city for the Kohathites. The 
places of refuge and the justice of the law was distributed throughout 
the nation, then “Yahweh gave them rest” (21:44) and “there failed 
not ought of any good thing which Yahweh had spoken unto the 
house of Israel; all came to pass” (21:45).

Isaiah speaks of the city of refuge, “We have a strong city; salvation 
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks” (26:1). In this city is peace, 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee” (26:3). It is also a city of judgement, 
“thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just. Yea, in the way 
of thy judgments, O Yahweh”. Like those in the city of refuge we 
wait “for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the 
remembrance of thee”. We look to the future, “With my soul have I 
desired thee in the night”... “for when thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness” (26:7-9). A city 
of refuge has been made for us. Yahweh will “ordain peace for us”: 
for He “ hast wrought all our works for us” (26:12). So as a result 
our refuge is made and so Yahweh says “Come, my people, enter 
thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as 
it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast” (26:20): 
The refuge is for a short time until the coming of the new high priest, 
when those “that come of Jacob” and “Israel shall blossom and bud, 
and fill the face of the world with fruit” (27:6).

So we enter into the refuge in Yeshua, “By a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his 
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flesh”, into the city of the high priest “over the house of God” 
(10:20-21). This place is the place of judgement also for Yahweh said 
“Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense” and “It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (10:30-31). But 
if are truly in the city of refuge afflictions are “For yet a little while” 
and then “he that shall come will come, and will not tarry” (10:37). 
So “the just shall live by faith” and “believe to the saving of the 
soul”(10:38-39).
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