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1 Samuel 31, Jeremiah 6, Matthew 17

How long shall  I  be with  you?

Yahweh left Israel, and they were conquered. The valiant men of 
Jabesh Gilead “went all night” to rescue the bodies of Saul and his 
sons. Israel had the king they wanted. Saul determined his own fate.

Jeremiah was a priest in Benjamin, “O ye children of Benjamin, 
gather yourselves to flee out of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the 
trumpet in Tekoa, and set up a sign of fire in Bethhaccerem: for evil 
appeareth out of the north, and great destruction” (Jer 6:1).”Woe 
unto us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening are 
stretched out” (6:4) The enemy says “Arise, and let us go by night, 
and let us destroy her palaces” (6:5). Because “the word of Yahweh 
is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it”(6:10). “I will 
bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, because 
they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law”(6:19). Thus 
saith Yahweh, “Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest 
for your souls” (6:16).

After transfiguration, Yeshua tells his disciples that the Son of man 
will suffer of them (Mat 17:12). They could not cure the lunatic. 
Yeshua answered, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long 
shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to 
me”(17:17). They could not cast it out, “Because of your unbelief: If 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto you”(17:19-20). He said again he 
would be killed. Yeshua asked, “Of whom do the kings of the earth 
take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers?”. Peter 
answered, “Of strangers”. Yeshua said, “Then are the children free” 
(17:25-26). He paid tribute, for the kingdom, our freedom is not yet.
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