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Genesis 31, Psalms 35, Matthew 20

Pleasure  in  the Prosperity  of  his  Servant

Jacob despite Laban's treatment is made prosperous. Jacob is told by 
God, “Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I 
will be with thee.” (G31:3) “Ye know that with all my power I have 
served your father. And your father hath deceived me, and changed 
my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me (G31:6-7). 
for I have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee.” (G31:12). Labon 
knows also, as he is told, “Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob 
either good or bad.” (G31:24) He said to Jacob, “It is in the power of 
my hand to do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me 
yesternight” (G31:29). Jacob replied, “Except the God of my father, 
the God of Abraham, and the fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely 
thou hadst sent me away now empty. God has seen mine affliction 
and the labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight” (G 31:42) 
Such was the effect of god's intervention for Jacob's prosperity that 
Laban says “let us make a covenant” (G31:44).

The psalmist might speak of Laban and Jacob or of Yeshua writing, 
“Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight 
against  them  that  fight  against  me.”  (P35:1)  “Let  them  be 
confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be 
turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. Let them 
be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase 
them.” (P35:4-5) Jacob was a poor relative and Laban made him a 
servant, but Jacob could say “my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it 
shall rejoice in his salvation. who is like unto thee, which deliverest 
the poor from him that is too strong for him? (P35:9-10) I behaved 
myself as though he had been my friend or brother: I bowed down 
heavily, as one that mourneth for his mother.” (P35:14) Let not them 
that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them 
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wink with the eye that hate me without a cause. (P35:19) Let them 
shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let 
them say continually,  Let the LORD be magnified,  which hath 
pleasure in the prosperity of his servant. (P35:27).

The parable of the labours in the vineyard continues the theme of 
labour and prosperity of the servants, “For the kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the 
morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed 
with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
(M20:1-2). But the attitude of the servant is important,  “And when 
they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received 
every man a penny. But when the first came, they supposed that they 
should have received more; and they likewise received every man a 
penny.” (M 20:9-10). When they had received it, they murmured 
Saying, 'These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made 
them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat of the 
day.' But he answered one of them, and said, 'Friend, I do thee no 
wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is, 
and go thy way: I will give unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not 
lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye evil, 
because I am good?' So the last shall be first, and the first last: for 
many be called, but few chosen. (M 20:11-16) God watches our 
attitude to our fellow servants, and those who are put down are 
elevated. The point is underlined by Jesus who called them to him 
and said, “Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion 
over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But 
it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among 
you, let him be your minister; And whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” (M 20:25-28)
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