
Comparison of “in the beginning” and the “a new heaven and a new earth”

Three times in the Bible we are introduced to the creation of the heavens and earth.  The first instance is in Genesis, the second is by the prophet 
Isaiah and the third is in Revelation.  There are a number of repeated themes between the Genesis (first creation) and Revelation (second 
creation) records.  There are the themes of trees, rivers of water and gates.  The Old Testament prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, Micah (and 
others) pick up on these themes and the words of their prophecies are contained in the words of Revelation.  Below is a side by side comparison 
between Genesis, the Old Testament prophets and Revelation.

Genesis record Old Testament Prophecy record Revelation record
1:1 in the beginning God 
created the heaven and the 
earth

Isaiah 65:17 For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: 
and the former shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. 

But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, 
behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy

And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the 
voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of 
crying. 

There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man 
that hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an hundred 
years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be 
accursed. 

21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there 
was no more sea. 

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall 
be with them, and be their God. 

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things 
are passed away. 

Zechariah 8:2-3 
Thus saith the LORD of hosts; I was jealous for Zion with great 
jealousy, and I was jealous for her with great fury. Thus saith 
the LORD; I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst 
of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and 
the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain. 



Zechariah 14:8-9 
And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from 
Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them 
toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 
And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall 
there be one LORD, and his name one. 

1:29 and every tree…to you 
it shall be for meat 
2:9 And out of the ground 
made the LORD God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight, and good for food; 
the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the 
tree of knowledge of good 
and evil.

Ezekiel 47:12 And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this 
side and on that side, shall grow all trees for meat, whose leaf 
shall not fade, neither shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it 
shall bring forth new fruit according to his months, because 
their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and the fruit 
thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf thereof for medicine.

22:2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of 
the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

2:10 And a river went out of 
Eden to water the garden; 
and from thence it was 
parted, and became into four 
heads

Ezekiel 47:1 Afterward he brought me again unto the door of 
the house; and, behold, waters issued out from under the 
threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house 
stood toward the east, and the waters came down from under 
from the right side of the house, at the south side of the altar….
(v7) when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river were 
very many trees on the one side and on the other. 

22:1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb.

Micah 4:1-3
But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of 
the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people 
shall flow unto it. 
And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths: for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. 

21:10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and 
high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 

21:24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk 
in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their 
glory and honour into it. 



And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong 
nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. 

20:21 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened: and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the 
books, according to their works.

3:24 [God] drove out the 
man; and he placed at the 
east of the garden of Eden 
Cherubims, and a flaming 
sword which turned every 
way, to keep the way of the 
tree of life.

Ezekiel 48:31-34 And the gates of the city shall be after the 
names of the tribes of Israel: three gates northward; one gate of 
Reuben, one gate of Judah, one gate of Levi. 
And at the east side four thousand and five hundred: and three 
gates; and one gate of Joseph, one gate of Benjamin, one gate of 
Dan. 
And at the south side four thousand and five hundred measures: 
and three gates; one gate of Simeon, one gate of Issachar, one 
gate of Zebulun. 
At the west side four thousand and five hundred, with their three 
gates; one gate of Gad, one gate of Asher, one gate of Naphtali. 

21:12 – 13 And had a wall great and high, and had twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written 
thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Israel: 
On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the 
south three gates; and on the west three gates.

Ezekiel 48:35 and the name of the city from that day shall be, 
The LORD is there

21:3 and the name of the city from that day shall be, The 
LORD is there
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